Cytological screening history of patients with early invasive cervical cancer.
The value of population screening for cervical cancer has recently been questioned. The purpose of this study was to examine the cytological screening history in 100 consecutive patients undergoing Wertheim's hysterectomy for early invasive cervical cancer. Twenty three per cent of the patients were never screened; the screening history was unavailable in 11%; the patient was referred appropriately in 21%; there was a delay in referral for gynaecological assessment in 21%; the patient's previous cervical smear before referral was normal in 24%. If population screening in Ireland is to have an impact on mortality from cervical cancer, the results of this study indicate that greater attention needs to be given not only to extending the number of women screened, but also to increasing the frequency of screening and to improving the clinical response to an abnormal smear.